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Dorothy Night Decision. Longmans. 
Oct. 30, 1946. 279p. $2.75. 


When young Tom Russell was washed ashore 1683 
wreck off the coast Long Island was rescued 
certain death John Kartright and nursed the 
latter’s beautiful daughter, Rebecca, under the supervision 
John’s mother, Granny Kartright. These three were 
the Kartright family, stern, upright Puritans, narrow- 
minded, bigoted, wealthy. The virus Calvinism was 
John who was fanatical follower his 
fanatically Cromwellian Congregationalist pastor, the Rev- 
Mr. James, spiritual and temporal leader the 
East Hampton, accomplished hypocrite. 
Granny age had nullified the effects that virus 
sme extent and Becky the spirit youth was too full 
permit the development more than superficial in- 
Local government those days was theoc- 
with the dissenting Congregationalists power and 
with every dissenter from their particular brand dissent 
punished deprivation civil rights and liberties 
well final expulsion from the community. Provin- 
tial government was plum handed out for self- 
favorites the proprietors and, due 
the consequent lack interested and efficient government, 
the boasted English liberties were nearly non-existent 
the colonies. England the Stuart family had returned 
throne and the Puritans America chafed under 
the fear the re-establishment popery. 


Consequently Tom’s disclosure that Catholic and 
that Colonel Thomas Dongan, Irish Catholic, has just 
appointed Governor the Province New York 
him further Kartright hospitality and makes his 
way New York from whence, officer the militia, 
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reutrns England escort his friend and patron, 
Governor Dongan, New York. Meanwhile Becky, half 
love with Tom but resenting his Catholicity, has defied 
parental authority refusing marry Jeremiah, son 
the village pastor. Expelled from her home she and 
Granny take refuge with relatives, the Turners, New 
York City. When Dongan arrives Governor faces 
open hostility but does his best resolve the troubles 
the province and the complaints its inhabitants. 
even calls the first General Assembly, co-equal with the 
English Parliament. efforts are partially successful 
but religious bigotry remains and finally frustrates all his 
plans. Tom and Becky are married within the Church 
and live happily for term despite their religious differ- 
ences and her father’s curse. 


When the Catholic Duke York, Proprietor the 
Province, ascended the throne James control New 
York passed the Lords Trade and Plantations who 
recalled Dongan and fused the whole northeast into 
single province under the governorship Edmund 
Andros. Dongan went into retirement but Tom remained 
for time with the militia Andros’ request. When the 
latter set headquarters Boston Citizens Committee 
defense Protestantism arrested Tom and incited 
reign terror and persecution against all papists. Becky 
rescued Tom pretending, without his knowledge 
consent, that was about converted Protes- 
tantism and, after repenting her error and making the 
first steps toward Catholicity, they flee into exile with 
Dongan the story ends. 


This story the position Catholics colonial New 
York during the closing days the 17th Century excel- 
lent reading and rather good, though skimpy, history. 
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Against factual background colonial life Mrs. Grant 
has traced story the religious bigotry brought 
America the Puritans who themselves sought escape 
religious persecution. Their intolerance toward members 
the “ancient church” stemmed mostly from ignorance 
and their sincere trust misguided leaders but was none 
the less deadly for that. The fate Catholics the early 
days this country was hard one and Mrs. Grant 
thanked for drawing again our attention these 
days. The book suitable for all classes readers. 


O’Hara, Mary. Green Grass Wyoming. Lippin- 
cott. Oct. 23, 1946. 319p. $2.75. 


Mary O’Hara has added the third and possibly the last 
her series stories (the others being Friend Flicka 
and Thunderhead) family, boy and horse the 
rolling hills Wyoming. Readers will remember the 
McLaughlins, Rob and Nell, their two sons, Kenneth and 
Howard. The McLaughlins wanted raise thoroughbred 
horses but series financial and personal difficulties 
threatened ruin their plans. The financial difficulties 
were solved adding sheep the products the Goose 
Bar Ranch but the personal problems remained and 
seemed capable only temporary solutions. Among the 
most pressing problems was that Ken’s development. 
was headstrong, impulsive, sensitive, lovable boy 
whose attention was centered his horse, Flicka, and 
whose love was then given her colt, Thunderhead. 
Thunderhead seemed throwback wild strain 
Rob’s line breeding and, since could not kept 
stallion and Ken refused permit him shot 
gelded, was finally imprisoned the Valley the 
Eagles where was permitted lead the normal life 
range stallion. 


But this was one the problems that had been solved 
only temporarily; Thunderhead escaped from the locked 
valley and began roam the range gathering, theft, 
band mares. Among those was Jewel, English thor- 
oughbred racer, who had been purchased sportsman 
Beaver Greenaway for his niece Carey Marsh. When 
Greenaway appealed Rob for assistance expedition 
was organized recapture Thunderhead 
Jewel. failed and the approach winter precluded 
further search. But Ken had met Carey Marsh and they 
had discovered strange attraction for each other. When 
the search was resumed next spring success first was 
imminent but when Thunderhead and his band were 
captured Jewel was missing and Thunderhead escaped. 
Jewel’s tracks are discovered and Ken sent alone her 
When Thunderhead’s spoor crosses the trail Ken 
deserts and goes off after his stallion. repents, dis- 
covers the meaning responsibility and returns the 
search for Jewel whom finally finds and brings back 
her owner. 


Meanwhile the ranch, Nell, now freed her earlier 
responsibility managing the family, has developed 
strange moodiness and unrest. Dreams and premonitions 
impending disaster disturb her and she fears im- 
minent nervous breakdown. Rob tries help but and 
the doctor can little. The climax comes when Nell 
and the baby are trapped vicious bull and escape 
only through the aid faithful dog and Ken’s heroism. 
state collapse Nell taken the hospital only 
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discover that all her troubles were due 
thyroid. 


Then one day Thunderhead comes walking into the ranch 
yard and submits the halter. His qualities 
together with Ken’s devotion lead change Rob; 
attitude. Ken, who had finally agreed his father’s 
now finds his wildest dreams fulfilled 
replaces the beloved but aging Banner the Goose 
stallion. Ken’s maturity completed when 
his love for Carey Marsh. The book ends when Ken 
Thunderhead victory important steeplechase afte 
which the horse returns his natural life 
stallion. 


This wholesome story boy and the developmen 
his character. extremely readable book and 
worthy finale the series. Ken’s 
finally shaped and firmly molded; the McLaughlin 
lems are solved and all the world The 
writes feelingly and knowingly about horses and 
the practices horse breeding are discussed there noth 
ing offensive objectionable the book. The McLaugh 
level but is, the least, acceptable. The book 
for all classes readers. 


Gross, Raphael H., C.PP.S., Ed. Century 
Catholic Oct. 23, 1946. 
$3.50. 


Father Gross has dipped into the prose literature th: 
past hundred years and has sifted out enjoyable 
tion forty-five essays from thirty-nine Catholic 
The first part the book contains representative 
tions the informal essay arranged under five heading 
according similarity theme. reader interested 
sampling the “Texture Life” might draw upon 
Repplier, Belloc, Sheehan, Guiney, test 
people with whom live are here too “Fellow Trav 
ellers” series the short-story type essay from 
Francis Talbot, Helen Parry Eden, Baring, and 
banks. One can meet Father Feeney’s “Michael 
Alice Meynell’s “Children Midwinter”. The 
eye fine frenzy rolls about the and Breadth’ 
the land and bodies forth Belloc’s “Vision the 
visions Ireland Suemas MacManus and 
and Joyce Kilmer’s democratic ride sub 
way. 


lighter glimpse life’s “Amenities”, the wisdom 
sage the simple language the seer, portrays 
Imogen Guiney’s “Puppy”, Francis Thompson’s 
Padraic Colum’s pancakes, and Agnes Repplier’s 
paint the ceiling while “Lying Bed”, while 
Wyndham Lewis runs the gamut “Of Pleasant 


The second part the book given over the mot 
learned formal essay. these series five 
ture and Education” includes Newman’s “Knowledge 
Learning” and Spalding’s “Love Excellence”. 
and Art” there are selections from 
Looks After Herself Eric Gill and Conrad’s The 
the Narcissus. There are essays “Biography 
Criticism”, essays “On the Church the Modern 
many them well known, all them representative 
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their authors’ contribution literature. the end 
the book are biographical notes each the contribut- 
ing authors. 


The editor has succeeded presenting for the general 
reader body fresh and artistic prose divers forms 
variety themes, yet within distinct literary genre. 
This delightful and inspiring collection the wisdom, 
truth, and beauty found Catholic literary art, and 
breathes the spirit the Church who has mothered the 
artists. 

Aloysius Miller, S.J., 

University Scranton 
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Margolies, Joseph, Editor. Strange and Fantastic 
Stories. Whittlesey. Oct. 28, 1946. 762p. $3.75. 


the successful head bookbuyer for Brentano’s, one 
the largest retail book stores the world, Mr. Margolies 
must have fairly accurate idea the reading habits and 
tastes the American public. Consequently Margolies- 
compiled anthology should be, least, efficiently done 
and, best, interesting production. The field has 
chosen difficult one both because its very nature 
and because literature well stocked with wide range 
stories those subjects. Mr. Margolies seems have 
chosen discriminatingly and fairly wisely with most his 
coming from the older and better-known au- 
thors, stories which have been widely read for many years. 
Most them are English and American authors, some 
few come from the French. They are stories terror and 
horror, stories ghosts and mysteries, appearances and 
disappearances, instances explicable and inexplicable. 
Among the authors the fifty selections included are 
Beerbohm, Bierce, Collins, Conrad, DeFoe, Dickens, Haw- 
thorne, Melville, O’Brien, Poe, Swift, Stevenson and 
Wells. Many the selections are very well known, others 
less so. Most the stories are well done and unobjection- 
able; one two are somewhat suggestive; one built 
about mistaken interpretation the Inquisition; one 
“The Kennel” quite objectionable because its 
tuthless brutality. general this book not for adoles- 
cents nor for all adults. suitable only for those who 
are not susceptible this sort story and who under- 
stand the Catholic doctrine the points involved. 


* * 


Roberts, Adolphe. Lake Pontchartrain. Bobbs. 


The wise librarian will already have begun her purchase 
the books composing the American Lake Series. The 
volume under review the sixth appear: the Great 
Lakes and Lake Ponchartrain have been presented date. 
preparation are volumes concerned with Lake Cham- 
plain and Lake George, Great Salt Lake, and Lake Okee- 
Other titles will perhaps added. 


seem bit strange that Lake Ponchartrain, only 
twenty-four miles wide and forty miles long, and not more 
than sixteen feet deep any point, should have been 
considered the late David Starr Jordan “the most 
interesting the American lakes”. The author, weav- 
ing together the story the lake and near-by New 
has made precisely what the former president 
Stanford University declared be. Mr. Roberts, 
authority the French and Spanish periods 
the Gulf Coast, has included his exceptionally inter- 
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esting work all figures importance from the Moyne 
brothers 1699 down Huey Long recent memory. 
New Orleans, rather than the lake itself, naturally be- 
comes the focal point the various chapters, and city 
the western hemisphere has had more glamorous past 
than that experienced the Crescent City. 


The twenty-five chapters are divided into four sections: 
The Early Lake; Century Romance; The War Period; 
and The Lake Our Times. One the most gripping 
and gruesome chapters that entitled “City 
The ravages yellow fever, particularly the especially 
bad years 1837 and 1853 are recounted, with quotations 
such the following from eye witnesses the plague: 
“In the former year there were 10,000 cases fever re- 
ported, and 5,000 deaths. There some difficulty 
arriving the statistics covering the year 1853. was 
supposed the best physicians that there were 50,000 
60,000 unacclimated persons New Orleans when the 
epidemic began the whole number deaths reported 
were the whole number cases were 40,000 
but only native born Orleanians perished from the 
disease 1853” (pp. 165-167 passim). 

The effect the Civil War the city well emphasize 
the chapter “The War between the States”. sub- 
sequent chapter the competition between railroads and 
steamers discussed; another chapter deals with the floods 
and high winds that have threatened the area various 
times the past. Regardless threats this type, New 
Orleans has always acted magnet and thereby be- 
came the greatest city the South. The book makes this 
understandable. one the final chapters, Huey Long 
given due consideration. The author takes him seri- 
ously, but includes much criticism evaluating man 
who was means the buffoon that many Northerners 
believed him be. excellent guide further reading 
included the bibliographical note the end the 
volume. The books are annotated, not merely listed. 
Those who wish their reading history accurate 
and the same time absorbing, will like this excellent 


book. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, Chicago 
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Wilson, Dorothy Clarke. The Herdsman. 
minster Press. Oct. 21, 1946. 373p. $3.00. 


The Herdsman, fictional reconstruction the life 
Amos the prophet, follows the usual formula for such: 
buildup the social and religious milieu which the 
prophet flourished, into which woven fictional account 
the life the prophet, with the actual the 
prophecy projected into situations created the hand 
the artist. This formula valid enough, provided the 
entire tradition adhered to. 


West- 


Unlike David, the Books Kings, little known 
the actual career Amos beyond his parentage, the 
locale his preaching, and the text his prophecy. The 
author this novel has had rely much more her 
imagination fill the details, with the inevitable result 
that the book neither realistic nor convincing 
the novel built around the person David, David the 
King. not that any one detail itself could not have 
happened, but that the whoie fictional reconstruction 
somehow lacks the spark reality. 
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The childhood Amos, son Elkanah, impoverished 
herdsman become city-dweller Bethel, described 
against background utter poverty, due both the in- 
tense honesty Elkanah and the cruel oppression 
the poor the rich. The poor had borrow keep 
their families alive; but loan grain from Jahaz, for 
instance, the rich man Bethel, involved the immediate 
payment interest fifty percent, ultimately the con- 
fiscation the property the poor, the enforced 
enslavement the debtors members the debtor’s 
family. Amos thus became slave Jahaz, but even 
slavery his inherited honesty and intractable spirit pro- 
hibited him from acting the agent Jahaz’s dishonesty. 
When the dungeon, and near starvation, failed change 
him, was sold. 

Simon ben Sered, tax commissioner for Jeroboam, was 
Amos’ new master. the palace ben Sered Samaria 
Amos, though slave, fact was treated the son 
the house; was educated were the sons the 
wealthy, received positions trust. re- 
ceived his manumission, but the banquet given his 
honor that occasion, was moved sudden in- 
dignation the softness and the gluttonous habits the 
sons the wealthy, denounced them angry speech 
oppressors the poor, and the day following left 
the house ben Sered return Tekoa, whence his 
father had come, and the life herdsman. Return- 
ing Bethel two years later the head group 
wool-sellers, was again inflamed with zeal for reform 
that sent him and down the cities and villages the 
land, throwing his challenge against the rich and the 
mighty, merchants well the priests who condoned 
their injustice and profited thereby. Eventually the hand 
injustice reached him, and the story ends with Amos 
prison awaiting death. 


What must have been the social evils Amos’ time 
clear enough any one who has read the resounding 
denunciation Amos the Old Testament, and the 
author has succeeded bringing them life the details 
her the fact poverty, oppression, injustice 
that day was intimately connected with the fact 
idolatry. Then, the entire history the Jewish 
theocracy, religion and society were one, not alone the 
broad sense influencing each other, but the narrower 
sense being phases the same political organization. 
When idolatry interfered with the pure worship God, 
indicated not merely weakening religion but the 
corruption the whole social fabric. This was the situa- 
tion which Amos faced. 

mistake, then, assume that Amos was merely 
social reformer the modern sense the term; that 
was moved only outraged sense the injustice 
man man. That but partial accounting. 
was moved first and most strongly sense man’s 
injustice God: that the defection his priests, the 
commercialization the temple, the introduction pagan 
customs worship, and even false gods, into the ritual, 
was the beginning corruption, and injustice. These, 
humanly speaking, moved Amos; added these natural 
motives, according the full Christian and Jewish tradi- 
tion, was mandate from God Himself. 

These are levels that the book does not reach. They are, 
sense, beyond the reach ordinary mortals, for the 
peculiar psychology the prophet beyond the range 
ordinary experience. 
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Apart from that defect The Herdsman 
piece writing. could have been much shorter, ang 
had been, would have been more convincing. Long 
descriptive passages weaken the structure and give 
suspicion that the author little too far 
from her characters make them live. 

Charles Denecke, 

Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


* * * 


Westcott, Jan. The Border Lord. Crown. Oct. 25, 
1946. 464p. $3.00. 


James VI, son the Mary Stuart, sat upon the Scottish 
throne for several years before uniting that turbulent 
country with the broad reaches Elizabethan England 
where James completed pusillanimous and 
lating reign notable for nothing save few minor 
His Scottish course was run the face brawling 
tions among nobility rendered irritable his choice 
foreign ministers. The most powerful faction was that 
led Francis Hepburn, Earl Bothwell, 
headstrong rake, popular favorite and characterized 
this book the champion Scottish liberties and asa 
paragon among lovers. 


The story opens with Bothwell’s escape from Edinburgh 
Castle where James had had him confined trumped 
charges sorcery. Converting the brilliant financier, 
Patrick Galbraith his cause Bothwell retired his 
strongholds the Border Country from whence led 
his adherents series chess-like moves aimed 
forcing James abandon Maitland and Morton, his minis 
ters. Bothwell met and fell love with Anne 
braith, beautiful and tempestuous ward Patrick and, 
after shameless pursuit both sides, married her over 
her guardian’s protests. Bothwell was successful for 
time foiling James but not taming Anne whose wil 
fulness constantly led him into difficulties. Finally, with 
his power dispersed, was forced flee the wild 
while James imprisoned Anne and their son. 
anger cooled Anne received her freedom while Bothwell 
thinking his efforts hopeless, prepared leave Scotland 
and enter French service. last desperate stroke 
gains entrance stealth the Castle and mans with 
thousand his followers. This done, surrenders 
James who receives him the favorite 
Maitland the story ends. 


This slightly “amberish” book unimportant 
cessful both its conception and its execution. 
lacks most the highly flavored sexuality which char 
acterized its prototype and has positive values 
sort offer the reader. Its history fragmentary and 
complete; its characters are Hollywoodian; dull, 
some and boring. Objectionable features include 
fanity and bit suggestiveness. For adults harmles 
and completely worthless. 


Baxter, James Phinney, 3rd. Scientists Against 
Little. Nov. 1946. $5.00. 


Scientists Against Time one proposed 
volumes the history the Office Scientific 
and Development. strictly nontechnical 
the applications scientific knowledge the 
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ment weapons and methods warfare carried out 
under stress when time was short. tells also the 
exchange scientific knowledge, mutual advantage, 
between the United States and our Allies, chiefly Britain. 
the Foreword Dr. Vannevar Bush writes, “It shows 
how men good will, under stress, can outperform all 
that dictatorship can bring bear—as they collaborate 
and apply those qualities character de- 
veloped only under freedom”. The author does not fail 
emphasize that time, organization and industrial power 
were the deciding factors the winning the recent 
war. with the organization and activities the 
scientific personnel that the author chiefly concerned 
his book. 


The first part the book concerns the organization 


scientific personnel for purposes research and develop- 


ment. Such organization was urged long before our entry 
into the conflict Dr. Bush and other farsighted scientists 
who saw the need for making the best possible use 
scientific personnel what they knew would highly 
technological war. The first step this direction was 
taken the setting the National Defence Research 
Committee (referred the NDRC) June 1940, with 
Dr. Bush chairman. The purpose this Committee 
was ascertain the Army and Navy research needs which 
could not easily handled already occupied industrial 
scientists, and then put them into the hands those 
best qualified carry them through quickly and success- 
fully. this way the best academic brains the country 
were put work problems that needed solved 
and many our technological institutions became centers 
feverish activity the fields optics, underwater ex- 
plosions, fire control, rockets, acoustics, hydraulics, etc. 


The second step the organization the scientific per- 
sonnel the country came June 1941 with the estab- 
lishment the Office Scientific Research and Develop- 
ment (referred the OSRD), broader scope than 
the NDRC, but within which the former Committee con- 
tinued function. Also was within the OSRD that the 
Committee Medical Research was established. 


Despite the fact that the Selective Service Act did not 
provide system classification, according qualifica- 
tions and training, these organizations did much place 
scientists where they were needed. was largely through 
the efforts Dr. Bush that there was set the War 
Manpower Commission Committee Scientific Re- 
search Personnel which was effective keeping the young 
and highly specialized scientists where they could the 
most good time when they were danger being 
drafted and their talents would have been largely wasted. 


The book divided into six parts with the titles: The 
Race for Superiority New Weapons the Second 
World War; New Weapons and Devices; Chemistry and 
the War; Military Medicine; Men and Machines; The 
Atomic Bomb. There much information each part 
about both the better known and the less known scientific 
accomplishments. The basic such devices 


radar, Loran and the proximity fuse are explained 
briefly. The treatment radar countermeasures par- 
ticularly instructive gives idea the extent 
which enemy radar was developed and the extensive meas- 
ures which had taken, sometimes short notice, 
attempting neutralize it. The author also brings out 
some the weaknesses our weapons which at- 
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tributes some measure “inadequate civilian influence 
upon strategic thinking”. For example, the Germans were 
ahead throughout the war the development 
high velocity guns. 


The last part the book concerned with the atomic 
bomb, the development which the author believes, 
common with great part mankind, makes the preser- 
vation peace “as much condition survival civili- 


The book value that gives the layman insight 
into the significant part played the scientist working 
his laboratory developing and putting into the hands 
the fighting soldier the weapons with which fought 
and won. Likewise gives some idea the part played 
scientific personnel maintaining the equipment 


the field. 
Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Gilligan, Edmund. Name Thee Mara. 
Oct. 14, 1946. 429p. $3.00. 


With background similar that his previous Voyage 
the Golden Hind, Mr. Gilligan again portrays the way 
life the Gloucester fishermen whose livelihood de- 
pends largely catching cod and halibut. Again there 
subdued mystery, this time connected with the blow 
struck Captain Stephen Delehanty the Mara 
which knocked his brother Abel overboard. The crew 
denounced his act murder but Stephen was convinced 
that Abel still lived and spent years seemingly fruit- 
less search ending dramatic scene wherein Stephen 
expiates with his own life the words anger and the 
ensuing blow. The story itself rather slight; the weaving 
scenes seafaring life, the characters such pic- 
turesque individuals The Philadelphia, and obiter 
dicta the decline the Western world make story 
that, not too smooth reading, least rewarding. 
Mr. Gilligan able make his backgrounds 
viduals real. Grandfather Dillon’s family reading the 
Bible which leads the choice the name Mara (the 
bitter one) exceptionally fine scene. Equally good 
that which The Philadelphia (temporary captain 
the Mara) buys herring, choosing carefully determine 
“rich the oil that tolls the cod”. 


The author’s style certainly competent, more especially 
comparison the bulk current best sellers. Un- 
fortunately, though, there one scene pagan import 
(pp. 393ff.) that renders the book unsuitable for adoles- 
cents and possibly many adults. 


Scribner. 


Betz, Betty. Your Manners Are Showing: the Hand- 
book Teen-Age Know-How, with Verses Anne 
Clark. Grosset. Oct. 1946. 95p. $2.00. 


“The teen set, just starting their rounds parties and 
dances need special, private etiquette book their own, 
here is, kids!” says the author her brief Introduc- 
tion. There are, course, other etiquette books for 
younger adolescents, more formal treatment and more 
comprehensive content. Perhaps the colored cartoons 
and verses which point accepted social conventions for 
some 20-odd occasions are justification enough for another 
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volume the perhaps the shrewd selec- 
tion “problems” which puzzle the teen-ager dates, 
popularity, introductions, letters, conversation, clothes, etc. 
—and the jaunty tone which advice offered, which 
creates the appeal this book. Or, its high interest- 
rating may primarily carry-over young readers’ 
enjoyment the author’s column Seventeen Magazine. 


any rate, the high-school age likes the book. Their 
guidance teachers approve and want copy hand. 
College girls enjoy but consider for their younger 
sisters and brothers, not for themselves who already know 
these answers. 


The plan the book consists double pages cartoon 
and accompanying quatrain, both illustrating the correct 
behavior which has been described two pages prose 
exposition preceding the pictured section. Both prose and 
verse are couched flippant, slangy diction not con- 
temporary local out-date quickly and not 
grammatical all instances satisfy the purist. Typi- 
cal sentence is: “Those long wolf whistles the corner 
drug store aren’t likely get you the dish you want 
bring home Mother” (p. 9). 


intimate, informal tone obtained chiefly use 
the second person, though the author’s friendliness and 
sympathetic understanding are evident every sentence. 
Moreover, there much good sense, very definite stand- 
ards conduct, and diplomatic approach such prac- 
tices smoking, drinking and petting. 

some instances, adult readers may disagree with the 
dicta laid down: e.g., whether midnight permissable 
hour for teen-age return home after date; whether 
kissing allowable for “the guy who the apple your 
and whether planning “to spend least three eve- 
nings week” with one’s parents sufficient time home. 
Adults will hesitate over the cartoon ugly frump 
chaperon pictured cover, title page and first page 
the text, the accompanying verse for which admonishes 
the young person “remember she human, 


Since none the drawing pretty-pretty, doubtful 
the last objection would seem valid the young reader. 
Crude the fashion that the comics are crude, the illus- 
trations are nevertheless expressive and light-hearted. Not 
much can said the verses which are stodgy and 
lame. Much the best part the volume the expository 
insert between verses. 
Helen Butler, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* * 


Baker, Louise. Out Limb. Whittlesey. 
14, 1946. 213p. $2.00. 


Having established herself teller human stories, 
both humorous and real, Louise Baker now turns her 
hand frothy bit autobiography prove that she can 
laugh disaster well fortune. Disaster, her life, 
took place the age eight when, result bicycle 
accident, she took farewell glimpse her right leg. 


Oct. 


Out Limb, then, offered for those (specifically our 
disabled veterans) who have suffered similar misfortune 
antidote for their hardships. Consequently fol- 
lows patch-quilt pattern which the author recounts 
some her more outstanding accomplishments spite 


her handicap. She learned how play tennis, 
horseback, even ski. She graduated from college, 
held various positions the business world. But 
her tell it, one inclined believe that her 
satisfaction derived from disproving Grandma’s 
that never get man”. For the sake the 
Louise went out and had herself two husbands (via 
divorce route, Her references them 
come confused times, question arises whether she 
speaking about husband No. No. 


Very Well, much Miss Baker’s humor 
depend degree flippancy for its laughs. ligh 
treatment marriage but one instance. anothe 
time call from Hollywood studio during the casting 
the film, “Song Bernadette”, prompts remark aboy 
the star the picture planning grow her new leg 
minor miracle. And infinitum. These 
several other slightly objectionable features make Out 
Limb unsuitable for general reading. 


For the benefit the writer the jacket blurb who 
unsuspecting public that the author “faced life with 
great spiritual courage”, this what Miss 
writes page “Spiritual strength bores me—you 
dance it”. possible that the blurb writer 
Miss Baker better than she knows herself? 

Francis Ullrich, 

Manhattan College, 

New York City 


Roche, Mazo. Return Jalna. Little. Oct 
16, 1946. 462p. $2.75. 


Miss Roche continues satisfy our appetite for 
Victorian solidities amid the subtleties and relativities 
contemporary fiction. She has something 
faculty for making the commonplace moving while 
ing entirely natural, without any heightening 
ever. This tenth addition the Jalna cycle can 
design Miss Roche has been working for our 


tation since 1927, the year when her multi-volumed novel 


Ontario family life first took shape. Were not for 
the chronological pattern imposed time and the fluid 
passage events, one installment would not differ vastly 
from another. few stand out retrospect having 
slightly higher dramatic potentials: Jalna, for 
originality introducing 20th century fiction worthy 
successor Thackeray’s Newcomes; Young Renny, for 
amusing feud between the Master Jalna and that 
saturnine popinjay Irish cousin, Malahide Court 
The Building Jalna, for its romantic invention. Retum 
Jalna keyed lower pitch than these, but, 
the reality the entire series gains from the relative 
eventfulness certain individual volumes. 


The Jalna men return from war; Piers from prison camp 
and minus leg; Wakefield from the R.A.F.; Renny, with 
Colonel’s rank, after brain concussion 
background for tragi-comic interlude which this 
red-headed head the family undergoes suspicion 
mental collapse. Time seems have banked the 
fires; they quest not after one another’s wives, nor 
strange women any description. Even Finch’s broken 
marriage mathematically resolved the death Sarah, 
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the consequent addition their son the Jalna 
entourage. The ancient uncles get their due share at- 
but the spotlight shifted the sons and daugh- 
who are their grand-nephews and nieces, and may 
expect the future focus rest Maurice, Adeline, Roma, 
and Archer. 

Someday some literary psychologist ought probe the 
problem monotony ingredient literary charm. 
One could back much further than the 15th and 19th 
three-deckers—at least far that medieval 
the Romaunt the Rose. What price novelty? 
What price familiarity? nice balance required keep 
the scales from dipping toward what over familiarity can 
breed. Miss Roche does not always maintain this 
tricky equilibrium. worst, her very attractive inven- 


‘tions are curious and tantalizing blend the real and 


the unreal. best, she has contrived one the most 
satisfying families contemporary fiction. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 


Fischer, Louis. The Great Challenge. 
25,1946. 346p. $4.00. 


the recent dispute which forced Henry Wallace’s 
from President Truman’s cabinet, the bone 
contention was our foreign policy toward Russia. Wal- 
lace’s attacks upon the policy pursued Secretary Byrnes 
the State Department caused consternation both here 
and abroad. Some Americans are still wondering there 
isany foundation Wallace’s contention that the United 
States gravely mistaken establishing “get tough” 
program with the Soviet Union. you find yourself 
this then Louis Fischer’s latest book The Great 
Challenge required reading. 


For what “The Great this question 
Fischer replies: “Russia challenges the democratic world. 
This the greatest challenge democracy has ever con- 


Informed Americans realize that military armistice 
which prevails today and that the whole world witness- 
ing psychological war between Russia and the United 
States. This psychological war being waged social, 
economic and political levels. the protagonist Com- 
munism, Russia attacking democracy—the American 
political creed. Russia claims that democracy which has 
brought freedom and well being millions has not 
brought enough freedom and well being. The Russians 
cite the negroes, the unemployed, the share-croppers, the 
poll tax, the oppressed peoples India and Africa. In- 
stead spreading more freedom and well being ex- 
tending the privileges democracy those who have 
been denied them the past, all too many Americans 
spend their most precious time criticizing Russia. Most 
this criticism Russia sterile, has constructive 
purpose, converts Communists fellow travelers. 


Duell. Sept. 


Fischer maintains that not wish this psychological 
war turn into atomic war, must wage 
ideological level. must extend democracy our own 
country, then grant its prerogatives other nations 
substituting democracy for imperialism. real good will 
accomplished merely calling the Soviet Union 
totalitarian. Totalitarianism will defeated not words 
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but demonstrating the superiority democracy 
practice. put democracy into practice, then the 
beleaguered nations Europe and Asia will look 
their hope. 


If, addition, strongly support the United Nations, 
work for the elimination the Big Five Veto, stop all 
further appeasement Russia, then the small nations will 
naturally gravitate into our camp. that event, Soviet 
Russia can choose collective security with the rest the 
world isolation she should blindly prefer 
isolationism, then any aggression her part could easily 
stifled the collective action the rest the world. 


Here long-range constructive program. does not 
propose world government five years any other 
utopian solution. begins home where possible 
for undertake ideological campaign for democracy 
with the same zeal and enthusiasm that animates the 
Communists their efforts for Stalin. 


This Fischer’s program and stands its own merits. 
course, these are merely the conclusions which 
reaches toward the end his book. the first part 
gives the reader excellent description the world 
situation during and after the war. His analyses India 
and Russia are especially valuable and enlightening. Both 
countries knows intimately and demolishes great 
many misconceptions about them. 


one two brief passages Fischer’s remarks indicate that 
does not understand the Catholic Church. This mis- 
understanding, believe, born ignorance, not malice. 
For instance, had been acquainted with the 1944 
Christmas Message Pius XII, would have seen that 
there can real conflict between genuine democracy 
and Catholicism. 


the present confusion about our foreign policy toward 
Russia, this book gives sound, enlightened guidance. After 
finishing this book the reader will able put enough 
parts the Russian puzzle together that will see the 
Communist Bear for what is. “The Great Challenge” 
presents all the factual knowledge necessary for Americans 
devise intelligent policy toward Russia. 

Harry Koenig, 

Mundelein, 


Graves, Robert. King Jesus. Creative. Sept. 20, 


1946. 424p. $3.00. 


person doubts the fact that just had second world 
war; thinks may mistaken affirming that 
Washington, C., the capital the United States, 
then the correct frame mind read this book. 
This the gospel according Robert Graves, who would 
the first deplore any resemblance between his work 
and the Gospel according St. Matthew, who, inci- 
dentally, was willing suffer and die for the sake his 
teaching. King Jesus, which based objections 
Christianity that were laughed out existence forty years 
ago, presents Christ ordinary man and deluded 
fool. learn that the Old Testament collection 
myths derived from the myths the ancient Eastern 
religions. Christ himself was the son Mary who was 
the wife Antipater, the son Herod. This the title 
under which Christ claimed king. course, 
the author says, the doctrine the Virgin Birth cannot 
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traced earlier than the second century. Mr. Graves 
doesn’t seem realize that the doctrine the Virgin 
Birth found the first chapter Matthew which was 
written before the year 70. 


The author has found what considers ingenious ex- 
planations for some the miracles and sayings Christ. 
Most the miracles doesn’t try explain—after all, 
there limit. doesn’t attempt explain the claims 
Christ God. conveniently denies them. The 
author used Matthew 9:1-8, because probably thought 
that the cure the paralytic could explained 
natural means. However, can’t explain away the 
statement Christ claiming the power forgive sins, 
denies that Christ claimed the power. Here are the 
facts according Matthew: 


... “And Jesus, seeing their faith, said the paralytic 
‘Take courage, son; thy sins are forgiven thee’. And be- 
hold, some the Scribes said within themselves, ‘This 
man blasphemes’. And Jesus, knowing their thoughts, 
said, ‘Why you harbor evil thoughts your hearts? 
For which easier, say, “Thy sins are forgiven thee”, 
say, “Arise, and But that you may know 
that the Son Man has power earth forgive sins,’ 
then said the paralytic, ‘Arise, take thy pallet 
and thy house’. And rose and went away his 
The gospel according Robert Graves has: 


began ripping the roof off, and down the 
middle the circle, lowered cords, came mattress-bed 
which lay paralytic. said the paralytic: 
‘My son, your sins are The Doctors the Law 
who were present gasped. Jesus knew what they were 
thinking. asked: ‘Would you have say merely: 
“Roll your bedding and take away, Shameless 
paralysis caused sense guilt. Until knows 
that his sins are forgiven must lie there did 
not say: forgive you your None but our God can 
forgive sins. told him only what knows true: that 
God has forgiven his sins, having now chastened him suffi- 
ciently. For ‘Pain cleanses sin’, our fathers tell 


Miracles are one the many proofs that the Christian 
Religion true. doubt, Mr. Graves will write another 
novel explaining away the thousands miracles 
Lourdes—or will the scorn thousands scientific ex- 
perts deter him? 


The foregoing should suffice show the atmosphere the 
book. might mentioned that the devil the story 
the temptations the desert one Simon old ascetic— 
“The Master the Trials”; that Christ married Mary 
Cleopas; that Christ learned magical word control 
serpents—but why on. What the enemies Chris- 
tianity the first century never denied considered 
this book fantastic. 


There are thousand objections the book. mention 
but one more, will Mr. Graves give proof that any 
Christian Jew refused accept Christ God, and will 
present proof that the Gentile Christians accepted 
Christ God such way that they denied the existence 
one God? However, what can one expect from man 
who takes for granted that the Synoptic Gospels are 
mass contradictions, and that “perhaps the greatest 


Index 


hindrance reasonable view Jesus not the 
large part his secret history but the influence 
late and propagandist Gospel according St. 
the critical reservations that have made 
are proved the metaphysical prologue, which makes 
sense whatever the original context”. Many 
have tried deny their own existence. 


Christian should read this book. insult 
Christ. The ideas King Jesus will merit the raised 
brows those who have examined the credentials 
Christ and His Church. Those who have not 
the proofs for Christianity may possibly receive the book 
with the bored enthusiasm with which many our cop 
temporaries listen novel opinions. 
James Gibbons, 


University Scranton 
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Editorial Announcement 


Since its inception 1941 Best Sellers has main- 
tained its original subscription price $2.00 per 
year. During each succeeding year Best Sellers 
has increased its coverage with increase 
subscription rates. Now, the face increased 
and constantly increasing costs for printing, labor 
and supplies, longer possible maintain 
the original rates. Therefore the Editors Best 
Sellers regretfully announce that, effective No- 
vember the new yearly subscription rate will 
$2.50 for domestic -subscribers; $3.00 for Cana- 
dian and subscriptions; single copies, 
fifteen cents. 
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